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Re: (Silviculture) 2.0 vs. 1.5 m. Minimum Inter-tree Distance

Dear Licensee:

This letter serves as clarification for the Nadina Forest District's position with respect to 2.0
meters MinimumInter-treeDistance (MITD) vs. 1.5m. as well as serving as guidance for the
upcoming season's silviculturesurveys.

It is recognizedthat the change in MITD from 2.0 meters to 1.5meters has been a topic of
discussionwithin the Nadina SilvicultureCommittee for some time. As yet, consensus
remains unresolved as to whether 1.5meter spacingshould be a standardmeasurement for
mesic sites within the biogeoclimaticzones in the Nadina Forest District. A differenceof
opinion exists amongst people within that committee. However, it is important that I provide
this direction for consistency reasons amongsttenure holders.

In a letter to licensees dated October 30, 2001, the Districtprovided for 1.5meter MITD by
adopting this standard as an acceptablepractice for Lakes TSA (also within the Nadina DM
Default StockingStandards). The thought behind this adjustmentwas to allow for a reduction
in MITD on the hygric and xeric sites as well as certain site preparation treatmentswhere it
makes sense to do so and thereby not require amendmentson a site specific basis for
prescriptions.

In terms of exploring the appropriatenessand support for the district's position regarding
MITD, I have asked my staff to discuss the issue with silviculturestaff at the Regional and
Branch levels and have derived the followingkey points:

~ there is an increasedrisk to the Crown in yield reduction (from 5% to 13%)if the MITD is
reduced from 2.0 to 1.5meters;
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Licensee

~ in tenns of being consistentprovincially,the MITD shouldbe establishedat 2.0 meters for
sub-mesic to sub-hygric sites; it remains acceptablefor a reduced MITD in hygric or xeric
sites. Please refer to the attachedtable for site-specificinfonnation.

In light of the above, I provide the followingdirection:

~ SilviculturePrescriptionsthat have been approvedprior to the October 30,2001 direction
letter, and have a 2.0 meter MITD (or have no MITD specified)should continue to be
surveyed at the MITD of2.0 meters. The FG declarationsshould be made on the basis of
a 2.0 meter MITD.

~ For those SilviculturePrescriptionsthat were approvedafter October 30, 2001, and up to
the date ofthis letter, the 1.5meter MITD is acceptable,where that has been provided for
in your approved Forest DevelopmentPlan.

Please use the guidance provided above in fonnulating your future silviculture surveys and as
the basis for adjusting the MITD in the FGSS of new Site Plans after the date of this letter.

Please call Marg Shamlockor Carolyn Stevens with any questionsor concerns.
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